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From his childhood in Cork and early working years in London, through the 1916 Rising,
imprisonment in Frongoch, his involvement in the War of Independence, Treaty negotiations and
the Civil War, to his untimely death at Béal na mBláth, the full story of Collins' life is narrated in
simple, engaging language to appeal to readers in the 9–12 age group.Though only thirty-two
when he died, Michael Collins was feared by the British and a central figure in the fight for Irish
freedom. In this short biography, his dramatic story is brought to life and a human face is given to
the historic figure.
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thirty-two years of age when he died, Michael Collins had become in his short life the first
Irishman the English feared since Eoghan Rua Ó Néill.He was born in West Cork, which is not
only one of the loveliest parts of Ireland, it is also remarkable for the way in which it has kept its
strong Irish traditions. Its people suffered all the horrors of the Great Famine, yet their spirit was
unbroken. The slavishness and sense of inferiority only too common in other parts of our country
were less evident there. For West Cork was the country of that ‘unconquered and unconquerable
man’, O’Donovan Rossa, whose monument stands today in St Stephen’s Green, in Dublin.The
monument to Michael Collins stands beside his mother’s home at Sam’s Cross, a few miles from
Clonakilty. He himself was born nearby at Woodfield (or Pál Beag in Irish) on 16 October 1890.
His father, Michael, was a man of many talents. A farmer, he was also skilled in building and
carpentry. He had received an exceptional education from a hedge-schoolmaster, Diarmuid Ó
Súilleabháin, who taught him Greek, Latin, French and Mathematics. He knew both Irish and
English, and read all the books he could find.His wife, Mary O’Brien, bore him eight children, of
whom Michael was the youngest – and the pet of the family.In due course Michael went to
school at Lisavaird. The schoolmaster, Denis Lyons, was a forceful personality, and strongly
influenced the little boy, who often spoke of him with respect in later years. Lyons, who was a
Fenian and a member of the IRB – the Irish Republican Brotherhood – was one of the first to
foster the spirit of nationality in Michael.Of course, there were other people who influenced him,
too. The little boy, who excelled at lessons and sport, liked nothing better than to hear tales of
olden days from the older people of the district. In particular, there was the local blacksmith,
James Santry, himself the son of a smith who had forged pikes for the risings of 1848 and 1867,
and whose father before him had been out in 1798. It was in this way that the traditions of Irish
nationality were fostered and handed down by word of mouth from generation to generation by
an intelligent, though often unlettered, people.The spread of primary education brought
educational benefits. Unfortunately, it had one grave flaw: it tended to destroy what remained of
the national language and the national culture. The aim was to make Irish children into law-
abiding British citizens, loyal to the British throne. Only the influence of courageous individual
teachers combined with parental influence could, and often did, redress the balance.Next in
importance was the influence of books. Fortunately for Michael, all his family were fond of
reading, and so he also became a great reader, as can be judged by the fact that at twelve years



old he was already studying the writings of Arthur Griffith, the founder of Sinn Féin and a
journalist of great ability. Griffith’s was the voice to which all that was young and generous in
Ireland listened in those days. Little did Michael think that one day he would work with Griffith in
the cause of Irish nationality.When Michael was thirteen years old, it was decided that he should
prepare for the entrance examination for the British Postal Service. Many young people from
West Cork joined the British civil service each year, having first attended the civil service class in
Clonakilty. Michael joined the class and passed the examination for a post boy clerkship. In
1906, when he was fifteen, he went to London, where his sister Johanna was already working.
He took up his first job as a boy clerk in the Post Office Savings Bank in West Kensington.

the story of michael collins, the story of christianity michael collins, the story of my life michael
holliday, the story of china michael wood book, the story of china michael wood, the story of
michael afton, the story of saint michael, the story of michael in the bible, the life of michael
collins, the life story of michael jackson, the story of michael jackson, the story of michael
peterson, the story of india michael wood, the story of michael oher, the story of michael myers,
the story of michael jordan getting cut, the story of michael rockefeller, the story of michael
jordan, the story of michael the archangel, halloween the story of michael myers, the real story
of michael myers, the story of lucifer and michael, is the story of michael myers true, what is the
true story of michael oher, what is the real story of michael oher

The Locked Door: A gripping psychological thriller with a jaw-dropping twist, Things We Never
Got Over, Quicksilver, Reminders of Him: A Novel, The Wild Side: A Small Town Friends-To-
Lovers Romance (The Wild Westbrooks Series), The Housemaid: An absolutely addictive
psychological thriller with a jaw-dropping twist, The Man Burned by Winter (Rooker Lindström
Thriller Book 1), Book Lovers, Ruthless Rival, Shattered Altar (Makarova Bratva Book 1),
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Text Revision Dsm-5-tr, My Evil Mother:
A Short Story, The Venice Sketchbook: A Novel, Shattered Cradle (Makarova Bratva Book 2),
One Bossy Proposal: An Enemies to Lovers Romance, Defiance of the Fall 5: A LitRPG
Adventure, The Candid Life of Meena Dave, Last Summer Boys: A Novel, The Rescue, Where
the Crawdads Sing, Heart Bones



Peter M., “Brilliant. Brilliantly written and is a must to teach our children about a very important
figure from our past”

The book by Ingrid Sawubona has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 12 people have provided feedback.
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